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law. The most effective means of sharpening the public
conscience in this respect would be one that must be used
with care, if the blessings of liberty are to be preserved:
namely, legislative enactments against the immoral use of
liberty. If usury and gambling are punished, the usurer and
the gambler will cease to belong to that society which is
called respectable, often by a curious perversion of the
term. In such cases it is really not so much the punish-
ment as the fact of legal taboo that exerts a purifying
moral influence.

Another important regulation, adapted not so much to
check immoral occupations as to prevent the immoral
conduct of modes of acquisition and employment that are
right in themselves, is the transfer of such employments
from the control of private individuals to that of public
corporations, the State in particular. This method must be
regarded as a final and radical means of reform, to be used
especially where the form of occupation, as is often the
case with manufacturers, tempts the individual who enters
upon it to make immoderate and therefore immoral profit
out of the powers of other men; and where public super-
vision and protection are not sufficiently practicable. Forms
of occupation that, when carried on by individuals, inevitably
bring about immoral results should cease to exist as forms
of individual occupation,

3. CIVIC POSITION.

Every member of society who has entered into the full
and free possession of his rights has, besides his personal
occupation, a public calling. Ordinarily we speak of public
occupations only where the personal profession is one that
serves the ends of public life, as, for instance, in the case
of the head of the State, or of State and district officials,